
Optimist Clubs 
~

What the Foundation 
Can Do For You!

“Helping Optimists Help Kids”



Vision

We envision a Foundation that can 
provide significant funding for 

Optimist International’s youth and 
service programs and is proudly 

supported by individual Optimists, 
their Clubs, and the 
community at large. 



Mission 

Seeking, receiving and managing 
funds and real personal property for 
the benefit of Optimist International 

and 
its Member Clubs for charitable, 

literary, and educational activities.



How Does OIF Support Optimist 
International?

Scholarships
World Oratorical Championship
Fundraising from Outside Organizations
Reel Optimism Video Contest
New Club Building Grants

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OIF Budgets up to $10,000 per District for Oratorical, Essay and CCDHH scholarships.  In addition, OIF supports the World Oratorical Championship.   
Provide scholarships to all Districts for Oratorical, Essay and CCDHH
Provides Scholarships to the Regional Winners for U.S. and International Contestants
Assist OI with Fundraising from outside organizations for the World Oratorical Championship and JOI

 Provides the awards for Winning entries of the the Reel Optimism Video Contest
Provides $100 grants to New Adult and JOI Clubs Chartered with greater than 25 members




How Does OIF Support Clubs?

Club Grants
Club Matching Fund
Childhood Health and Wellness/CCC
Disaster Relief

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ongoing grant opportunities for Clubs to take advantage of annually.  Information on each program is on the OIF Website.
Club Matching Fund Grant - $500 grant for new projects.  Application process open 1/2/18 through 3/9/18.  annually 20 grants are awarded
Health and Wellness/CCC  Matching Grant - $1000 grant for Childhood health and wellness/ Childhood Cancer projects
Disaster Relief Grant - $1000 grant for clubs to work in their communities after a natural disaster.  Contact Benny Ellerbe at OI for more info




Club Grant Program

• Who Is Eligible

• What Projects are Eligible

• What is the Time Frame for projects?

• How can my Club Apply?

• What are the Deadlines?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any Adult Club served by OIF is eligible to apply for a $500 grant for a NEW project of the Club
The project must start and finish between April 2018 and March 2019
Applications available at oifoundation.org January 2, 2018
Applications must have been RECEIVED online or in the St. Louis office by March 9, 2018




OIF, The Charitable Side of OI

• The Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) 
Charitable organization

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) Charitable organization
Gifts made through the Foundation are tax-deductible if used for a charitable, literary, or educational purpose




Why Give to the Optimist 
International Foundation?

What does the Foundation support?

“Helping Optimists Help Kids”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Foundation exists to solely support Optimist International
By supporting the Foundation, you are also supporting Optimist International, its Members, and its Clubs
Our motto is “Helping Optimists Help Kids”
The Foundation provides support to Clubs as they undertake their mission in their community




How Does OIF Fund Ongoing Projects

Member Donations
Club Donations
Endowments and Sponsorships
Outside Revenue
Investment Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Member and Club donations are the backbone of our revenue generation.  Optimist members supporting OIF so we can provide needed funding to OI for programs and services.




Programs for Clubs

Dollar - A - Day 

Club Campaign Fund

Pass  Through Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
365 = When your Club donates $365 unrestricted, or $1 a day, your Club will receive a Club Banner Patch
Club Campaign Fund
A way to assist Clubs in obtaining tax-deductible donations to support local projects and programs
Contributors can make tax deductible gifts to OIF designated for local Club projects and programs
Pass through Program
If your Optimist Club is seeking grant funds or contributions for funding of your charitable community service projects or other charitable, literary, or educational programs, you may request the assistance of OIF as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.




Programs for Individuals

Dime-A-Day ($36.50)

Presidents Club

Friends of Today

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dime a day
The Dime-A-Day level is reached by an unrestricted contribution of $36.50 to the Foundation within one Optimist Year and is recognized by the presentation of a pin.
Presidents Club
Join the Presidents Club by making an initial gift of $250, and renew your membership each year by making an annual $250 contribution.  When you join, you will receive a prestigious Presidents Club lapel pin and the limited edition collector’s plate. Each year at Convention, you will be recognized with a ribbon for your badge and will be invited to attend a function exclusively for members of the Presidents Club.  
Friends of Today
A Friend of Today makes a minimum unrestricted donation of $500 annually to the Foundation and receives a signed and numbered collector’s print.  






Programs for Individuals

Christian D. Larson

Friends of Tomorrow

William H. Harrison Society

Women's Philanthropy Council

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Christian Larson
One of the highest honors we can give to a generous supporter of the Foundation is the honor of becoming part of an exclusive group of donors known as the Christian D. Larson Partners.  Named after the author of ‘‘The Optimist Creed’’, this giving level was adopted to recognize donors who contribute a one-time $1,000 unrestricted gift. 
Friends of tomorrow
Recognizes those that have arranged a charitable bequest to OIF.  
A bequest provides for the future needs of OI programs and OIF.
William Harrison Society
To become a Member of this Society, life-to-date giving to the Optimist International Foundations must be $10,000 or more. 
Annual contributions of $1,000 are required to maintain Membership in the Society. 
Women’s Philanthropy Council
The Women’s Philanthropy Council was formed to support the work of the Optimist International Foundation.
 Members reach out to women as donors and help shape their philanthropy
The giving circle of WPC begins with an annual gift of at least $100 and is recognized with a limited edition pink purse pin






Why Appoint a Club Foundation 

Representative (CFR)?



The Role of a CFR

• Communication

• Contributions

• Send Contributions to OIF

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share benefits to Club form OIF with members
Inform the Club and its Members about the Optimist International Foundation programs
Solicit gifts from individual members and the Club
Host a Club Fundraiser to benefit Optimist International Foundation
Examples: Pancake Breakfast, Auctions, and Charity Balls
Send contributions directly to Optimist International Foundation office
Ask Members about dollar-matching programs at Club Members employers
Ask for business gift from Club Members who are business owners
Identify prospects for Planned giving and contact Foundation office with prospect names
Attend training sessions held by District Foundation Representatives at District meetings





How does a Club 
Appoint a CFR?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Appointed by the DFR working with the Club President or by the Club President
CFR will serve until replaced
Appointment forms can be found online at www.oifoundation.org




www.oifoundation.org

800.500.8130 Ext 203

info@oifoundation.org

Where can we get Information?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The website contains:
Information about the Foundation and financials
Information about upcoming programs
Forms for giving and information about those giving programs
Latest news from OIF
For more information, please contact the Foundation office:   
Or contact your local District Foundation Representative






2019/20 OIF Leadership
 OIF Board of Directors

 Bill Meyers – President
 Jan OORD Graves – President Elect
 Marc Katz – Treasurer
 TG Thomas – Board Member
 Jim Kondrasuk– Board member and past International OI President

 OIF staff:  
 Craig Boring – Executive Director               
 Shenita Taylor – Senior Director, Donor Services
 Patti Ashby – Donor Services Coordinator 
 Zoe Williams- Admin Assistant    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OIF Board of Directors are OI members who have served as District Foundation Rep and believe in the mission and vision of OIF.
OIF Board of Directors: OIF is led by a Board of directors that is elected by OI members.  Each March,  a new member is Elected to serve a 4-Year Term.  Current Members;
Bill Meyers – President
Jan OORD Graves – President Elect
Marc Katz – Treasurer
TG Thomas – Board Member
Jim Kondrasuk– Board member and past International OI President




Thank You, Gracias, 
Merci, Danke to each 

of you and your 
Clubs for supporting 
our Foundation and 

our Youth!
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